Quarterly Newsletter – December 2016
The Annual Dinner for the Warrnambool and District
Network of Schools was held recently with School
Principals, School Council Presidents and Gold Business
Sponsors attending. The dinner was an opportunity for
schools to celebrate the achievements of the Network
over the year and recognise the support given by our
Gold Business Sponsors. Our special guest for the
evening was Kylie Gaston, Mayor of Warrnambool City
Council, who spoke about her love of the Warrnambool
area and her support for furthering educational
opportunities across the region.
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome Cole’s
Coaches to our Network as a Gold Business Sponsor.
We look forward to working with Cole’s and appreciate
their support.
We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a safe and
happy holiday season. We hope you have enjoyed
reading about our schools and our students during 2016.

The Annual Network Dinner. Above, from left to right: Simon Perry,
Network Chairperson and Principal of Woolsthorpe Primary School; Peter
Auchettl, MC for the evening and Principal of Warrnambool Primary School;
Kylie Gaston, Mayor of Warrnambool City Council; and Warwick Price,
Network Sponsorship Coordinator and Principal of Grasmere Primary
School. Photo taken by Frank Monger, MSP Photography.

Every child,
Every opportunity,
To shine.
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Feature School: Hawkesdale P–12 College
Year 8 Coastal Camp
to Apollo Bay, Term
Four
Students in Year Eight headed off to Apollo
Bay for a week of swimming, fishing,
snorkeling and surfing in November, and
enjoyed their time along the Great Ocean
Road. The weather was a highlight of our
time away, with blue skies, light winds and
warm temperatures allowing us to spend
several days in the ocean. As in previous
years, staff and students from the Apollo Bay
P12 College worked with our students to
develop their aquatic skills, and it was
wonderful to see so many of our students
standing up on surfboards as they caught
waves back to the beach.
The Apollo Bay P12 College has a Stephanie
Alexander Kitchen Garden program, and the
combined Year Eight students from both
schools spent an afternoon together to
gather, plan and to work in teams to cook a
delicious lunch of roasted beetroot risotto,
ricotta ravioli and rhubarb crumble. It was
great to cook and share a meal together, and
to get to know students from another school.
We have been operating this camp for a
number of years now, and the support of the
Apollo Bay P12 College across those years in
providing wetsuits, equipment and expert
aquatic instruction has been wonderful. We
look forward to returning to Apollo Bay once
more in 2017!

China Educational Tour,
Term Four
In September a group of eleven year 9-11 students, four
accompanying family members and two teachers – Mr
Ralph and Mrs Mirtschin – embarked upon an
educational tour of China. What an experience this
was for all involved! Starting in Beijing, our students took
part in cultural classes at No 27 Middle School during
the day, and stayed with local families for several nights
after the school day was finished. This was a highlight
of the tour for many of our students, who experienced
local food, public transport, living arrangements and
sleeping conditions (including some extremely hard
beds) very different to their own in Australia. Following
on from the visit of No 27 Middle School to Hawkesdale
P12 College earlier in the year, students and staff from
both schools were able to renew friendships.
We visited many spectacular sites while in Beijing,
including the Temple of Heaven, the Forbidden City,
the Summer Palace, Tiananmen Square and Beihai
Park: hiking along the mountainous Badaling section of
the Great Wall was particularly memorable, while the
cable car journey at the very end gave us a chance to
rest our weary legs.
An overnight train from Beijing carried us to the ancient
city of Xian, with students sharing narrow four-berth
sleeper cabins that swayed and clattered through the
night; this was a unique experience in itself! An evening
flight from Xian allowed us to complete our educational
tour in Shanghai, where we found ourselves in modern,
commercial China. We all arrived back to Melbourne
safely, with many souvenirs, memories and funny stories
about our time away together.
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Feature School: Koroit & District
Primary School
Wa
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Feature School: Merrivale Primary School
Lyndoch
Our students across the
school are thoroughly
enjoying time spent with the
residents of Lyndoch. We
visit each other fortnightly to
participate in activities such
as craft, lego, literacy and
numeracy. We are in our
11th year of being involved
with Lyndoch.

Moving

Merrivale

To complement our Healthy Moves
program, we have incorporated our own
Moving Merrivale initiative. The aim of the
program is to further encourage the students
to ride, scoot, skate or walk to school, and be
aware of the benefits of an active lifestyle in
the Merrivale community. Term 4 has seen
the students participate in Walktober, which
concluded with a whole school walk on the
rail trail.

PERCEPTUAL MOTOR
PROGRAM (PMP)
Term 4 started out with 14 of our Grade
6 students busy planning for the PMP
at South Warrnambool Kindergarten.
The students worked with seven
groups, leading activities to assist the
kinder children develop their hand-eye
coordination, balance, fitness and
problem solving.

A VISIT TO THE NEW FIRE STATION
Our Prep and Grade One students were very
lucky to have had a tour through the new
Warrnambool Fire Station. The students were
taught about staying safe in and around the
home, and being careful outside over the
summer months. The students toured through
the station, and were able to closely inspect the
fire engines by climbing in and around them. It
was a wonderful experience for all the students!

Term 4
Camps



Preps and Grade Ones enjoyed a day
trip to Sovereign Hill.
Grades 3 and 4 spent an adventurous 2
nights away at Camp Kangaroobie.
 The Grade 5 and 6 students had
a wonderful camp away at Camp
Cooriemungle.

4

Feature School: Macarthur Primary School
Term 3 & 4 have had students involved in a
number of programs including Clubs, camps,
sporting events of T20 cricket, Hooptime,
equestrian events, Triathlon, Bowls, Junior Netball
and Regional Athletics.
Parent teacher interviews were held at the
commencement of Term 4. The annual
Kinder/Foundation transition programs have taken
place. These have proved very beneficial and
already friendships have been developed. The
year 6/year 7 transition events involve students
visiting Hamilton & Hawkesdale secondary schools
on a regular basis. This will all culminate with the
Statewide Transition Day in December.
The Sporting Schools Program for students to
participate in after school has continued to have
good numbers attend. Thanks to the specialist
coaches who have made themselves available
each week.
All staff continue to avail themselves of
professional development on a regular basis. Their
commitment to improvement of student outcomes
is highly commended.

Camp 3/4 - Cape Bridgewater
The weather played a big part in our camp
this year with wild weather causing plans
to be re-arranged. This didn’t dampen the
good spirits and fun times. Visits to the
Portland Maritime Discovery Centre &
Museum, raft making, canoeing at
Bridgewater Lakes, a visit out to the
Blowhole & Petrified Forest and a return
8km walk to the camp were all good
times. The final sand boarding challenge
was a huge success.

Special Days

:
:
:
:
:

Remembrance Day
Footy Colours Day (Fight Cancer)
Ivy’s Day fundraiser
Coin for Kids (Lions)
Book week

PMP—The students had great fun as they
developed motor skills and worked cooperatively on the activities.
It takes a committed group of staff and
parents to have a successful program.
“The balancing beam & the ladder was the
best.” -Cooper
“I liked walking on the shapes too.” -Jaxon
“I liked doing the somersaults.” -Jorja
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Interschool Fun
The Australian Schools Triathlon Challenge was held in Warrnambool on November 18th at the Lake
Pertobe Precinct. The event was open to Primary School students in grades 3-6 and High School
students in years 7 and 8. With the focus being on ‘participation’ rather than ‘competition’, students
of all abilities and fitness levels were encouraged to give it a go.

Gaby Allen, Amber Smith and
Carly Brooks from Merrivale
Primary School.

Abbey Mack from
Warrnambool Primary School.
From left to right: Rufis Causby, Paul Tomey,
Liam Johnson, Braeden Pogson, Tyler
Fleming, Tyson Wheeler and Joshua Campbell
from Warrnambool Special
Developmental School.

Braeden Pogson from
Warrnambool Special
Developmental School.

Emily Saffin, Tahlia Holmes, Ayesha
Kelly, Kobe Quarrell, Macey Porter
and Elli Emeny from Grasmere
Primary School.

Callum Nevill
from
Nullawarre &
District
Primary
School.

Spencer Harrison
from Merrivale
Primary School.

Tadhg O’Keefe, Jack Van Oosten, Sam
Robinson and Des O’Keefe from
Woolsthorpe Primary School.
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Tom Droste from
Warrnambool
Primary School.
Alyssa Maher and Maddie Green
from Port Fairy Consolidated School.

Paul Tomey from Warrnambool Special
Developmental School.

Lachie Van Oosten from Woolsthorpe Primary School.

Jacob Taynton and Benji
Hawkins from Port Fairy
Consolidated School.
From left to right: Toby Watkinson, Cai Sheppard-Wright,
George Hogan, Jonah Fitzsimmons, Jade King, Adam Lee,
Sophie Lockett, Emily Hawkins and Cassie Peterson from
Port Fairy Consolidated School.

Sophie Lockett from Port Fairy
Consolidated School.

Tiara Barrett and Phoebe
Stuart from Woolsthorpe
Primary School.

On
your
marks,
get set
… GO!
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Celebration and Cultural Connect Day
On 17th November the Koorie Engagement Support
Officer team once again held their end of year
celebration day, with a focus on celebrating the Year
6 students, who are about to leave for the next step in
their educational journey. Close to 60 students
attended from Warrnambool East Primary School,
Warrnambool Primary School, Warrnambool West
Primary School, Koroit & District Primary School,
Penshurst Primary School, Terang College, Brauer
College and Hamilton North Primary School.
The students took part in dreamtime stories with Daryl
Rose, Earth Ed ran Beneath Our Feet, Windamara ran
traditional games thanks to Troy and the boys and
Penshurst Primary School ran a parachute activity. All
students and adults that attended seemed to enjoy
themselves.
Special thanks to the Lions Club from Penshurst for
volunteering to cook the BBQ on what was a pretty
hot day in the sun. We look forward to these days
continuing into 2017 and beyond.
The Warrnambool and Portland Koorie Engagement
Support Officer’s teams would like to thank Penshurst
Primary School and in particular Fiona Hermon for
offering her school up for the day’s program.

Thank you to Koorie Education, South Western
Victoria Region, for permission to publish this article.
This article was first published in Karratpeeteen
(Message Stick) Indigenous Newsletter, November
2016, pages 4 and 5.
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Please consider supporting our Business Sponsors
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Now, a Gold Business Sponsor of the Warrnambool & District
Network of Schools
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Enjoy
a well-earned break.
Contact us for buses large or
small for your 2017 events.
Phone Denielle or Rebecca on 5562 0055
Email: info@colescoaches.com.au
www.colescoaches.com.au

The Warrnambool and District Network of
Schools newsletter is published in
December, March, June and September.

Merry Christmas from
the Warrnambool and
District Network of
Schools.

If you are interested in learning more about the Warrnambool and District Network of Schools or becoming
a business sponsor, please contact Rachael Choppin on (03) 5565 4253 or grasmere.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.

10

