Quarterly Newsletter – June 2016
A message from an Executive Member – ‘It's Important to Lead With
Coherence’ (Michael Fullan and Joanne Quinn)
My name is Linda Mooseek and I am the Principal at Nullawarre and District
Primary School. I am extremely proud to be an active member of the
Warrnambool and District Network of Schools, that has such a long history
of providing quality State education and which is so strongly supported by
our local community.
On behalf of the Executive Team, I would like to welcome you to the fourth
publication of the Warrnambool and District Network of Schools collaborative,
high interest, and stimulating quarterly newsletter.

Linda Mooseek

It is an exhilarating and exciting time to be involved in education, and the year to-date has certainly been
a busy one. The Warrnambool and District Network of Schools has become renowned for its commitment
to teaching and learning excellence and has been working with the government in helping to roll out best
practice in line with the Education State.
The Principals within this network are engaged in a vibrant learning Community of Practice. This year we
are focusing our learning around the key messages from Michael Fullan and Joanne Quinn – ‘Coherence:
The Right Drivers in Actions for Schools, Districts, and Systems’. "Collaboration as an end in itself is a
waste of time. Groups are powerful, which means they can be powerfully wrong”. As a network we are
busy working through strategies and processes to ensure that we do get new Education State key
elements and visions ‘Right!’ The key to success for this is:




Communication between leaders, staff, and the community at large,
A shared understanding of how it can contribute to the growth and learning of our students,
A desire to step outside of our comfort zones and try something that research supports.

Fullan and Quinn write, "there is only one way to achieve greater coherence, and that is through
purposeful action and interaction, working on capacity, clarity, precision of practice, transparency,
monitoring of progress, and continuous correction."
The vision for the Education State is to build an education system that fosters excellence and improves
outcomes for every child and young person in every community, regardless of background, circumstances
communi
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or postcode. The Education State is an aspiration that is motivating and inspiring all schools, teachers
and community members within our network.
The Warrnambool Network of Schools is striving forward to ensure all schools are striving for excellence
in academic achievement and promoting the development of the whole child through strong cocurriculum. We educate our students to be enthusiastic, curious learners who know and understand
themselves as individuals and productive community members. We are proud of the fact that the
students who attend our local Government Schools are resilient, numerate users of multiple literacies and
socially competent.
Our schools are purpose built for learning and open to all the community. Our aim is to prepare students
to meet the challenges of an ever-changing global society, where they will have the skills, values,
understandings and courage to undertake a positive, productive and rewarding role in that world.
Student achievement and student wellbeing are the fundamental pursuits of all network schools. We
firmly believe that given sufficient support and challenge, all students will learn and succeed regardless
of their disability or personal circumstances. So to find out more...contact one of our many local schools
within the network. Details can be found on our website page (www.warrnamboolnetwork.com).
We wish all of the student leaders presenting their Community Projects at the Student Leaders Congress
Celebration Night on Thursday July 14 all the best! Our network is proud to be leading this project as we
strive to provide high-quality, relevant and challenging educational experiences for all our students. An
appreciation must also be forwarded to Simon Perry and Daniel Watson for being the major drivers
behind this fabulous leadership opportunity.
Enrollment Week for Foundation Children – 2017 has begun. We welcome you to contact your closest
Government School so that you can learn more about your school or to arrange a visit. Our Government
Schools ensure that ‘Every Child is given Every Opportunity to Shine!’
“Your children are not your children.
They are the sons and daughters of Life’s longing for itself.
They come through you but not from you,
And though they are with you, yet they belong not to you.
You may give them your love but not your thoughts.
For they have their own thoughts.
You may house their bodies but not their souls,
For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you
cannot visit, not even in your dreams.”
Kahlil Gibran

Kind Regards,
Linda Mooseek
Executive Team Member
Warrnambool and District Network of Schools

Every Child,
Every Opportunity,
To Shine.
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Feature School: Warrnambool Primary
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Feature School: Warrnambool East
Wa
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Feature School: Warrnambool Special
Developmental School

The school caters for children aged between 5 and
18 in a small group environment in line with the
Victorian Department of Education Curriculum (the
Victorian Curriculum). Each student has an
Individual Learning Plan.

Literacy

Numeracy

Cooking

Sailing

Horse Riding

Physical Education

The school is divided into 4 sub-schools, (Junior
Primary (P-2); Senior Primary (3-6); Junior Secondary
(7-9); and Senior Secondary (10-12)).Each subschool is led by a leading teacher. This leadership
team, together with the principal and assistant
principal, is fully supported by the staff team and
the school community.

Work Skills

Students are well supported by teachers, therapists
and teacher assistants. Classes are fully engaged in
learning activities that are improving outcomes for
individuals. Some of our students have dual
enrolment at a mainstream school when this has
been deemed beneficial for the student’s learning
program.
The oldest students, who are deemed capable,
undertake components of the Certificate in Work
Education, as well as being involved in a
comprehensive work experience program.
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Feature School: Woodford Primary School
Woodford Primary School has been a hive of activity during the first half of the
year. Some of the events and activities at the school have included;
Weekly Chinese Language lessons for
all students involve a variety of fun
learning. The students have enjoyed
using the Chinese calligraphy brushes
to write the characters. Later in the
year a group of Woodford Students
and Staff will be travelling to Shanghai
to visit our sister school’s in Nanjing
and Changchun.

The Junior school recently visited Tower Hill as
part of their unit of work on Australia. They
had a fun day bushwalking, boomerang
throwing and painting. During their visit they
learnt about local Aboriginal history.

Woodford Primary School has a strong focus on S.T.E.M (Science, Technology,
Engineering & Maths) learning in its curriculum. Students in the senior grades are
able to select elective subjects each term on a chosen STEM topic. Some of the
topics in 2016 have included; Coding, Wearable Tech, Drones, Outdoor
Adventurers and Robotics. In a recent survey completed by the students their
Elective STEM lessons are a favourite for nearly all students.
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Interschool Fun: Mini Makers in Action
Three Warrnambool Network Schools represented the Western
Region at the Mini Maker Fair at Swinburne University, Wantirna
Campus on March 15th and 16th. A bus-load of students and their
teachers from Brauer College, Woodford Primary School and
Woolsthorpe Primary School were invited to the event to share the
work they have been doing to improve student learning outcomes
using technology.
Two teachers from Brauer College, Delia Jenkins and Will King, have
been working with digital technology over a number of years. Delia
demonstrated their “Moat Boats Paddle Battle”, with vessels
designed using 3D programs such as Tinkercad and Blender and
powered by rubber bands. Students researched their design and then
tested them in a moat constructed of plastic channels. Brauer College
also ran a Sphero workshop where participants learnt how to
program the Sphero robotic balls. Will King has been actively using
location-based learning and gaming in education and demonstrated
how Minecraft could be used in conjunction with little Bits to build
devices that can interface between real worlds and virtual worlds.
At the Mini Maker Fair, Woolsthorpe Primary School teachers Sarah
Daly (Year 5/6) and Laura Cumming (Year 4/5) together with their
students, demonstrated drones and Dash and Dot robot
programming. The students led “kids teaching kids” workshops to
create a pathway and guide their robots through. This process of
adapting the teacher’s lesson to a peer-led workshop and students
developing their presentation skills has led to opportunities for
teamwork and leadership. Sarah says “I am really proud of these
students when they step up and adapt to the new environment and
an unfamiliar audience. Students develop their confidence when they
share their ideas and skills with their peers.”
Woodford Primary School was a participant in the “Science Specialist
in Primary Schools” program in 2015. They received funding from
the Victorian Government to provide specialist science teachers,
professional learning for all staff, access to a variety of science
events and a substantial budget to fund resources. Teacher Ben
Logan (Year 5/6) and his students ran MakeyMakey workshops, with
demonstrations of how to turn apples and bananas into game
controllers.
If you are interested in professional learning to integrate science,
technology, engineering and mathematics activities at your school,
please contact Britt Gow at Hawkesdale P12 College. (03) 5560 7225
gow.britt.bg@edumail.vic.gov.au.

Photos (from top to
bottom):
A student from Woodford
Primary School demonstrating
the use of “MakeyMakey” –
using bananas as a game
controller.
A student from Woolsthorpe
Primary School explaining
how to create a maze for robot
programming.
Brauer College students
programming Sphero rolling
robots.
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BioCATS* Geelong Football Club Excursion
On Thursday May 26th twenty eight Koorie students from Hamilton, Heywood, Port Fairy, Koroit,
Warrnambool West, Warrnambool East, Cudgee, Warrnambool Special Developmental School, Colac and
Elliminyt Primary Schools participated in an excursion to Simonds Stadium. Also twenty eight students
from Bendigo Primary Schools attended the day.
Students got to do a range of science/sports based activities throughout the day. This will be an annual
excursion for year 5/6 students.
It was a very enjoyable day for all that started at Flagstaff Hill, catching the bus at 7:30am and returning
around 5:30pm.
Written by Warrnambool Koorie Engagement Support Officers.
* BioCATS is a partnership program between BioLAB and Geelong CATS to help students learn about the science and maths of
football and career pathways in sport.

Thank you to Koorie Education, South Western Victoria Region, for permission to publish this article. This
article was first published in Karratpeeteen (Message Stick) Indigenous Newsletter, June 2016, p.6.
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Upcoming Events
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Grasmere Primary School
proudly presents…

Something stinks in Splodge City - and it ain't the drains!
“Ye-Ha!”is a rootin- tootin tale of crazy cowboys, barmy baddies, masked heroes and
hidden gold! It squeezes all the fun and adventure of the old west into a wonderfully
wild musical comedy.

ONE NIGHT ONLY Public Performance
Brauer College, Anderson Theatre
Friday August 19th, 7 pm
$5 per person
Tickets available on the night or from the Grasmere Primary School Office,
Phone 5565 4253.

Copyright © 1990 - 2016 - Musicline Publications Ltd.
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Our Sponsors:
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Thank you to our generous sponsors
Darrian Office and Art Supplies, South
West Credit Union, MSP Photography,
Vic Super and Jim’s Test and Tag, for
their support over the last twelve months.
With your help we have allocated money
to our education support team (speech
pathologists, psychologists and
counsellors) to assist local school children
in need.
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ATTENTION ALL BUSINESSES IN THE
WARRNAMBOOL DISTRICT
Do you want to reach the local school market
with your goods and services?
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST are being invited from
businesses who wish to participate in BUSINESS SPONSOR
PARTNERSHIP with the Warrnambool and District Network
of Schools (made up of 19 primary and secondary
government schools within the Warrnambool district).
Various sponsor partnerships are available.
All funds raised go towards additional educational support
services.

Please visit: www.warrnamboolnetwork.com for more
information. Email your Expression of Interest to:
grasmere.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. Expressions of Interest
must be made by 5 pm on Thursday June 30th 2016.

Every Child Every Opportunity to Shine
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Warrnambool and District
Network of Schools
Allansford Primary School
Brauer College
Cudgee Primary School
Grasmere Primary School
Hawkesdale P-12 College
Koroit and District Primary School
Macarthur Primary School
Merrivale Primary School
Mortlake P-12 College
Nullawarre Primary School
Panmure Primary School
Port Fairy Consolidated School
Warrnambool College
Warrnambool Primary School
Warrnambool Special Development School
Warrnambool East Primary School
Warrnambool West Primary School
Woodford Primary School
Woolsthorpe Primary School
The Warrnambool and District Network of
Schools newsletter is published in
December, March, June and September.
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