Issue 15, September 2017

Principal Report
check the College Website for all
updates & further information

22nd September 2017

IMPORTANT DATES

23rd
September
—8th
October
2017
11th
October
2017

School
Holidays

13th
October
2017

Flagstaff
Fundraising
Day

20th
October
2017

Year 10
Formal

24th
October
2017

Year 12
Childers
Breakfast

27th
October
2017

Year 12 Last
Day

1st
November–
22nd
November
2017
3rd
November
2017
13th—24th
November
2017

Year 12
Exams

Year 12
Information
Session—
End of year
events

Student Free
Day
Year 11
Exams

When I checked the weather this morning I was quite shocked to see a ‘2’ at the beginning
of the forecast temperature. I feel it’s almost safe to start singing one of my favourite Beatles songs – ‘Here comes the sun.’ It’s certainly felt like a long, cold winter. With holidays
upon us, longer days and warmer weather we have much to be thankful for.

Something that I’m particularly thankful for this week is the Arts Cup. These events don’t
just happen – it takes an incredible amount of work behind the scenes to create the opportunity for us all to celebrate the vast array of talent on stage. And what talent we have at
this school. I was in awe of the musical and dramatic performances that were so confidently presented to a packed hall of students, staff and parents. I am glad that the judging was
the responsibility of others as I found it very difficult to pick holes in any of the acts. The
staff band at the end was the cherry on top of a great afternoon of showcasing the performance skills that we have within our school community. Indeed there are many ways in
which students at our school can thrive – I am so pleased to have shared in this expression
of the arts at Warrnambool College.

Yesterday I had the opportunity to travel to Melbourne to attend the ‘Flexible Learning Options Forum’. This session provided schools that offer re-engagement programs with the
opportunity to learn from one another’s practice and share our experiences of supporting
the learning of vulnerable students with the central office of the department. The WAVE
school has a long history in Warrnambool and I am proud that most recently it has been
auspiced by Warrnambool College. We have achieved much for students in Warrnambool
that need alternate ways of learning in order to thrive. It is exciting to now know that the
department is placing significant emphasis on supporting flexible learning settings moving
forward. I look forward to leveraging this support for our WAVE students in the coming
months and years.

Before I sign off for another term, I want to thank all the collective efforts and energy of
staff and students at our great school. I want to pay particular attention to our year 12 students and teachers – for many the holidays will be in name only as evidenced by the sheer
number of holiday classes running at the school in the next fortnight. It is testament to the
commitment that our teachers have to the success of our year 12 cohort. In the midst of all
the study and work and stress of recalling facts from VCE study designs, I hope our students
are able to spend some time outside, enjoy the clearer skies, take a deep breath in and revitalise before diving back into the study. As the Beatles say, “Here comes the sun and I say …
it’s alright.”

Kind Regards,

www.wblcoll.vic.edu.au
Grafton Road, Warrnambool Vic 3280

Ph: 5564 4444

email: Warrnambool.co@edumail.vic.gov.au

www.wblcoll.vic.edu.au

Parents please note: Students are supervised between the times of 8.45am until 3.45pm daily

Adam Matheson

Quite a few years ago now we presented our first ever Arts Cup to the student
body. At that time we had a lot less acts and coincidentally, a few less students.
In its inaugural year we approached musicians to encourage them to perform.
This year it was fantastic to see the positive reactions from the audience but
also the uptake from the students – over 90 acts auditioned to be part of the
Cup. We had a highly receptive and giving audience in the form of the student
body. In addition to which we had some of the most highly prized musicians
and dancers that the Warrnambool community holds.
It is a lovely feeling to be part of such a majestic event. It brings to mind the
reasons that we love our school. There was zero negativity towards performers
who exposed a more vulnerable side of themselves on the stage. Every performance was outstanding, as was the behavior of those watching.

Emma Miller

This term has seen the fruition of many community fundraising events. Testament to the nature of our student body is how giving and empathetic they are
towards others less fortunate. If you have been out and about in Warrnambool
you may have seen students at Bunnings or at the Fresh Food Market. It is
wonderful to see them embracing such holistic pursuits.
As term three comes to a close and we head off on two weeks of well earned
rest we wish all families a safe and happy break. May you all come back rested,
rejuvenated and ready to tackle the end of the year. In particular our year 12
cohort whose last day with us will be on Friday the 27th of October.
Emma Miller

Dan Lee

Assistant Principal
Warrnambool College

At Warrnambool College we achieve success through persistence, resilience and mutual respect
Page 2

MERRI REPORT
As the Merri river bursts it’s banks, swelling with the recent Spring rains it echoes the enthusiasm of
Merri house. It has been a busy term, with plenty going on inside the classroom, and around the
school, making the upcoming holidays important for both mind and body.
Recently, the battle rounds of the Arts cup have been a highlight and key talking point around the
school. With a strong representation of Merri, Orange is set to delight the audience in the Final round. It
takes a lot of courage being able to perform creatively in front of your peers, and a huge
congratulations goes out to Brother Sister duo Niamh and Patrick Howard, Susan Malikoff, Eden
Agnew, Grace Agnew, Caillin Moore and Grace Farrer who have all made the Final Round, all the best!
Merri student leaders recently spent time after school collaborating, seeking to devise a Mission
Statement, and House Slogan. Future leaders for 2018 are encouraged to complete nomination forms
(found in the house office), explaining how they will lead the way in 2018! Some of the slogans to
consider are, “Zest Is Best”, “Don’t Be Normal, Be Merri”, “All In, All Win”, “One Team, One Dream”,
amongst several others. Nominations are to be submitted by October 13 th.
Tex Okeefe mustered all he could in the School Spaghetti eating competition, taking out first place in
front of a sizeable, vocal crowd. Well done Tex, Merri are proud of you.
With the year 12’s soon heading into single digits of days left at school, we wish all Merri year 12’s the
best in what will be a busy, nerving, but exciting time in their lives. Enjoy your final days of schooling
together, and make the most of willing staff offering to help with feedback and advice.
This week in Merri Assembly, we highlighted two outstanding achievements from two of our year 7’s. A
massive congratulations were given to Tiarni Balazs and Tara Crispe, as they both reached the 100
milestone of merits, this is a phenomenal achievement showing dedication to studies, alongside mutual
respect to staff and students, raise the bat.
We wish all Merri families an enjoyable Spring break, and look forward to welcoming term 4 together.

At Warrnambool College we achieve success through persistence, resilience and mutual respect
Page 3

HOPKINS REPORT
Hopkins House of Heroes Term 3 Recap!
Wowee! A busy, frantic, exciting, fun filled term has been had by the students and community of Hopkins House.
From dressup days, to fundraising events, right through to the Arts Cup event on Wednesday of the final week,
Hopkins House is flourishing and we are already looking forward to Term 4!
The leaders have once again had a fun time organizing
the Hopkins House Philanthropic day supporting The
Francis Foundation. Students decked themselves out in
Pajamas and enjoyed donuts throughout the day. There
was a BBQ lunch and live music from the band “Worm”
at lunchtime. The smiles were endless as students and
staff of the College got together to celebrate and raise
funds for a local charity.
The Francis Foundation is a local, non-for profit
organization run entirely on donations. They provide beds, food, clothes and security to members of our
community who are less fortunate and this year, we are hoping to raise $3000. The money will go towards
renovating 3 rooms and supplying accommodation for 3 people for an entire year! If you would like to get
involved/donate, please contact a member of the Hopkins Team! We love that we support a local charity as we
are determined to ensure every person in Warrnambool thrives!
To help with the fundraising efforts, or should I say fun-raising efforts, the leaders and Hopkins Staff ran a
second hand Book Stall at the Fresh Market. On behalf of the entire Hopkins House THANKYOU to all the
people who donated, bought, helped, smiled and went out of their way to ensure this as a successful event. A
few special thankyous need to be made - To Collins Booksellers, thankyou for your generous donation of new
books, cd’s, dvds and vinyl records. To The Ferris’, thankyou for your donation of our spot at the Fresh Market.
To Mr Thomson, thankyou for being the main driver of this project and being there at 7am to set up on Sunday.
Term 3 also saw several Hopkins Students participate in the Presentation Ball. The suits, dresses, jewelry and
shoes were however, out shone by the smiles of our students. Congratulations to everyone involved. The dance
moves were on point and the vibe surrounding the entire weekend was great to be a part of! Well done on all
your hard work, dance lessons and organization of the night!
We witnessed some incredible things this term. From Op-Shop Dressup days, to crazy hair, to table tennis
competitions, right through to Family Feud run by Dujon Neoh, but nothing could top our very own house leader
Flynn Gurry winning the Arts Cup event! Flynn played an original song on his guitar, stomp box and harmonica.
He has since been into Coast Fm to play his song live on the radio, been offered several gigs at local
establishments and is well on his way to a successful music career!
Well done to everyone that participated in the Arts cup. Only 6 finalists could make the Wednesday event, but
participating in the battle rounds and auditions is still a huge accomplishment! You should be very proud of
yourselves.
Looking forward to the end of this year, the student leaders are well on their way to organizing the end of year
activity. If you have any ideas please let a member of the leadership team know! Also a reminder for anyone
thinking of becoming a leader next year, you can collect a nomination form off your tutor today!
We are flying in the House of Hopkins and cannot wait to finish the year in style! As the great Dr. Suess once
said “Why fit in when you are born to stand out”. We are standing out in Hopkins and Shining like the Stars we
are!
Happy Holidays
The Hopkins Team.
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What happens when Photography and Science collide? A crime of course….
Mrs Rafferty’s Year 10 Photography have been working on a cross
curriculum project with Forensic Science this Semester. One of
their learning tasks is documentary photography and they have
enjoyed a hands-on approach to photographing a crime scene.
Special thanks to Jacqui Toke for her application of special effects
make-up, the victims certainly look a little worse for wear. The Year
10 Forensic Science classes will be using these images and
evidence to analyse and hopefully solve the crime. Stay tuned for
the results!!

INTERMEDIATE GIRLS SOCCER
On Monday the 11th of September, the intermediate girls soccer team went on our long journey to Melbourne to
participate in the School Sports Victoria State Final. We left school at 5.30 with all students
arriving on time and ready for a long but exciting day ahead! The team consisted of many
differing athletes, most of which do not play soccer as their main sport of choice although;
these players were adoptive soccer players for the day. The students were amazing to watch
and helped to coach during our three matches against University High School, Keilor Downs
Secondary College and Bendigo South East Secondary College. Our defensive line
consisted of the amazing makeshift AFL extraordinaire turned soccer goalie for the day
Jayda Page as well as Paula Vogel, Zarl Hatcher and Danielle McKenzie. Paula the German
exchange student brought some Bundesliga saves and stops to our defence combining with Zarli Hatcher the two were
great to watch at centre defence. Danielle McKenzie controlled the right wing in defence along with a combination of
Gabriella Richardson, Olivia Burn, Shearna Russell and Lucy Moloney helping defence during the day. I must praise the
high level that Jayda Page played at all day with her stops shocking the other players, coaches and onlookers. If AFL
does not work out Jayda, you will for sure be snapped up as a soccer goalie!
Our captain for the day was Maddison Cook who brought speed and control to centre midfield. Teaming up with another
AFL extraordinaire Renee Saulitis our midfield had the run with Talia Lowe and Ceinwyn Smith being our left and right
wingers during the day. Up front, we had the super subs Tabitha Castleman, Cyril Fenn, Shona Noske-Poulton and
Kailyn Edney who tried all day long to get the ball into the net. On paper, the team was the strongest I have had the ability
to coach at Warrnambool College and I am extremely proud of all the effort the girls put into every match throughout the
day. The girls did not lose energy or attention to the game throughout the whole day. Everyone represented the school to
the highest level, which was lovely to see. Unfortunately, though we were missing a Sam Kerr / Lisa Devanna type to help
bolster the ball into the net. Overall, the day was a fun, boom box sounding and high-energy trip where the students were
also able to get autographs and of course the obligatory selfie with Melbourne Victory players Jai Ingham and Thomas
Deng. I would like to thank Orson Rigg-Floyd for coming along and helping with coaching advice and being a linesman, it
was highly appreciated. And to all the year 9 and 10 students that were involved, I hope to see you all next year as we go
into a new era for women’s sport in Australia.
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Year 12 dress up day ‘Old People’
There were many walking sticks, walking frames, tweed jackets,
hair in rollers and a warm dressing gown. Highlight of the day was
the Bingo game at lunch time where about 60 students brought
out their inner competitive side and celebrated loudly when they
could say the magic word “Bingo”.
Well done to everyone who got dressed up and enjoyed the day.

Community Learning Project Update
In term 2, six Warrnambool College students went to
the Alpine School in Dinner Plain. While we were there
we had to create a Master Plan for our Community
Learning Project. The Community Learning Project is a
way to contribute to a cause or group of people in the
wider community. Our project is to purchase four
recycled plastic tables to be placed in various locations
around Warrnambool to provide a space for reflections,
as well as raising awareness of the huge issue of
plastic in our oceans.
To achieve our project we need to raise $5000. On the
14th of October we will be having a BBQ at Woolworths
Central. It would be great to see many members of the
Warrnambool College Community there to have a
sausage or two and help us raise these funds.
On the 18th of October we will be holding a casual clothes day and BBQ with the theme ‘Save the Ocean’.
Please come along in your best ‘ocean’ clothes with a gold coin donation and buy a sausage to help us raise
funds.
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P.A.R.T.Y with the Alfred
On Tuesday some lucky Yr.11 MiVCE students attended a party like no other – a P.A.R.T.Y at the Alfred.
It is an outreach program to Prevent Alcohol & Risk-related Trauma in Youth (P.A.R.T.Y) and is a completely
hands on look into the world of risk related accidents taking students all the way through from the emergency
department to survival. Students were often wearing neck & back braces and bandages whilst attempting day to
day tasks with difficulty then moved on to wearing hospital uniforms and holding various parts of equipment
learning what it takes to keep a patient alive. A highlight for all was hearing a ‘Survivor’s Story’ from local
Paralympian Josh Hose who shared intimate details of his risk related accident and his journey through hospital,
rehab and on to GOLD at London and Rio! Students Matt Burfitt and Finn Hickey got the chance, under Josh’s
close guidance and encouragement, to ram wheelchairs at force and learn just how tough the game, and athletes
are. A massive thank you goes to all the staff from The Alfred, South West Healthcare, Ambulance Victoria and
Vic Police who made the day possible. A truly eye opening and valuable experience. Kerry Cheeseman –
Pathways Coordinator

Warrnambool College Arts Cup 2017
On Wednesday this week, the college community gathered to celebrate the incredible artistic talent amongst our students
with this years Arts Cup. Throughout the last three weeks, we have had auditions and battle rounds to decide the seven
lucky performers who were going to perform in front of the school.
Our judges on the day, Matthew Stewart (the Big Fella), Lachlan Rooke, Emma Miller and Meg Lumsden, had an
exceptionally difficult task deciding the winners from the array of amazing and diverse performers.
1st – Flynn Gurry
Equal 2nd – Patrick and Niamh Howard
Caillin Moore, Eden and Grace Agnew, Aislinn Primmer and Susan Malikoff
3rd – Grace Farrer and Shannon Philp
Runners up – Finn Stratford, Aiden Morley, Syrenite Hewson.
Thank-you to Dale Cleves for donating prizes so that all the valuable participants were
recognised for their outstanding efforts.
The two MCs, teacher Katie Crute and student Aaron Body kept the crowd engaged throughout
the event.
To finish the event the school was also treated to an incredible performance from a staff band
that set out to prove that teachers can do more than teach. This performance got the crowd involved with a number of
students making their way to stage to dance.
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GWR Athletics
With the unfavourable start to spring that we have had, we were unsure of the conditions we would receive
when we arrived in Ballarat on Monday 18th September when 34 Students and 3 staff made the journey to
the Greater Western Regional Athletics Championships.
Despite a slow start to the day and gale force winds that blew hats off heads, our Warrnambool College
students were off and racing from the moment we entered the gates.
At the conclusion of the day our students had collected 15 Firsts, 13 Seconds and 9 Third place medals, qualifying 8
individuals and 3 relay teams for state finals. As a school we finished 2 nd overall out of a total of 45 schools represented on
the day. An amazing effort by all members of the team.
Congratulations also goes to Naticia Varley and Darcy Johnstone who both finished equal 2 nd overall in the boys and girls
championships and Darcy who broke the event record in the Boys 16yrs 110mt Hurdles.
We would like to wish the following students good luck at state finals on Monday 23rd of October in Melbourne:
Natica Varley
Hannah Van Duynhoven

17 Yrs 400mt
17 Yrs 800mt
17 Yrs 1500mt
18-20 Yrs 200mt

Stella Bridgewater

15 Yrs 1500mt

Jay Rantall

Ayden Suter

16 Yrs 800mt
16 Yrs 1500mt
16 Yrs 4x 100 mt Relay
16 Yrs 110 mt Hurdles
16 Yrs Triple Jump
16 Yrs 4x 100 mt Relay
12-13 Yrs Shot Put
12-13 Yrs 4x 100 mt Relay
14 Yrs Shot Put

Renee Saulitis

15 Yrs 100mt

Josh Lucas

12-13 Yrs 4x 100 mt Relay

Justin Saulitis

12-13 Yrs 4x 100 mt Relay

Madison Heyden

15 Yrs 4x 100 mt Relay

Jaynaya Miller

15 Yrs 4x 100 mt Relay

Talia Lowe

15 Yrs 4x 100 mt Relay

Alex Lavithis-Davies

16 Yrs 4x 100 mt Relay

Mitch Burgess

16 Yrs 4x 100 mt Relay

Darcy Johnstone
Trae Ngatai
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Upcoming Sports Days
The list below provides dates of upcoming sporting events, please ensure consent and payment has
been provided by the due date.
Event Date:

Event Details

Consent/Payment Due Date:

11th October 2017

Junior Boys Basketball

9th October 2017

11th October 2017

Junior Girls Basketball

9th October 2017

11th October 2017

Junior Boys and Girls Volleyball

9th October 2017

11th October 2017

Junior Boys and Girls Tennis

9th October 2017

18th October 2017

Year 7/8 Boys and Girls
Super 8’s Cricket

9th October 2017

26th October 2017

GWR Hockey Intermediate Girls
Regional Finals

20th October 2017

EXCITING NEWS FOR ONE OF OUR STUDENTS
Ted Collins won his class in Australian Supersport Motorcycle competition. He has won the
title before the rounds completion after displaying an awesome seasons racing. He is currently
studying VCE here at Warrnambool College.

Second Hand Uniform
If anyone has any uniform items that
they no longer need can you please
donate them to us for our Wellbeing
Centre. We are in VERY short supply of
all uniform items but in particular
jumpers . Please donate any items you
have to our front office.
Thank-you!
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Parentline Victoria
13 22 89

Parentline available 8am to midnight, 7 days a week
Parentline provides a statewide telephone counselling service to parents and carers
of children aged from birth to eighteen years
 Professional counsellors are able to explore a variety of issues that impact on
parenting and relationships
 Parentline can provide contact details for community services
Parentline respects the confidentiality and right to privacy of callers


"I often lack confidence in what I am doing so being able to talk with someone was really
great for me. I did not feel put down or judged..."
"I felt a connection with the counsellor. They tailored (the call) to my situation."

Signing out policy
Parents and students are reminded that there is a strict policy regarding students signing out and leaving the
school grounds.
Students can only sign out and leave the College grounds if:
- A parent/legal guardian has entered an approval on Compass
- A note from a parent/ legal guardian has been sent with the student to school and handed into the front
office
- An email has been sent to the school from parent/ legal guardian giving permission for the student to leave
the school grounds
- A parent/ legal guardian/or emergency contact that is listed on our records to come into the school and
sign the student out.
Due to legal obligations, Warrnambool College cannot accept verbal permission for students to leave.
Permission must be given before the student leaves the school grounds.
Written permission must come directly to the school (ie. Not via text message to the student’s phone).
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Anyone from Warrnambool College
or associated with the college can
go into Amart Sports and 5% of
their total purchase (e.g. customer
spends $200, 5% = $10) will go
back to the school.

All you need to do is
mention you are from
Warrnambool College!

Warrnambool College has joined
AMART SPORTS CK program!
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