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As I write this, I’m sitting in the year 12
common room with a hive of activity
around me. The year 12s have their first
English SAC this afternoon and are in
various states of preparation for this.
Comments such as ‘are you ready?’ and
‘I’ve done as much as I can’ filter back to my
ears. I know many of the students are
feeling pressure and stress around how
they will perform, but I’m impressed with
how the students are taking it in their
stride. I’m inspired to hear them comment to each other on the effort they have put in to
prepare. We all know that this is the key to success in all walks of life.

On Monday this week we had presentations to our whole school community from Sun
Smart. There were many messages to absorb and stories that were shared, but ultimately it
all came back to what we’ve known since I was a child – slip on sun-protective clothing, slop
on cream-based sunscreen every 2 hours, slap on a broad-brimmed hat, seek shade and
slide on sunglasses. We were all encouraged to download the ‘Sun Smart’ app onto our
devices, which provides updated daily information on UV ratings and what times of each
day we need sun protection. I would strongly encourage all parents and carers to also
download the app and review it in the mornings with your children before school starts.
The school has provided school hats to each student – it is good to see an increasing
number of these being worn in the yard. Please ensure they are packed in school bags and
brought to school.

We were blessed on Tuesday this week to have a warm, cloudless day for our school
athletics sports. It gave us a great opportunity to practice being sun smart – it was great to
see so many students applying sun screen and seeking out shade on the day. As for every
year, the enthusiasm and positive energy on display throughout the day was fantastic.
Students were congratulating one another’s efforts and participations rates were very high.
The house winner hasn’t been announced yet, but on the basis of my observations I would
say that scoring is going to be very close.

The first cycle of school reports comes out at the end of next week. At Warrnambool
College we focus on a growth mindset for all students and staff. This means that positive
effort and attitude towards learning is valued above all else. Every 6 weeks, for each
subject we report on two aspects of learning – effort & attitude and academic performance.
We know that academic results are just a reflection of the effort that students put into their
learning. That is why our school values of persistence and resilience are so important to be
practicing in the classroom. When the reports are released in Compass, please take the
time to go over them with your child. Celebrate the great results and discuss the areas
where improvement can be made. We will be doing likewise in tutorials and classes before
the end of term.

Kind Regards,

Grafton Road, Warrnambool Vic 3280

Ph: 5564 4444

email: Warrnambool.co@edumail.vic.gov.au

www.wblcoll.vic.edu.au

Parents please note: Students are supervised between the times of 8.45am until 3.45pm daily

Assistant Principal Report
Adam Matheson, Cassandra Crevola, Daniel Lee

Athletics Carnival
Congratulations to all competitors that participated in the Athletics carnival on Tuesday. It was
fantastic to see so many students working hard in hot conditions to gain points for their respective
Houses. The day was a like a kaleidoscope of colour, effort and fun. It was great to see quite a few
parents and grandparents supporting students and Houses there too.
Adam Mathe-

Cassandra
Crevola

Sunsmart
Students and staff across the school attended a presentation on Monday exploring how best to
protect oneself from the damaging effects of overexposure to the sun. We were intrigued to learn
that sun damage is entirely unrelated to temperature and exclusively caused by UV exposure.
Students and staff were reminded to follow the ‘slip, slop, slap, slide and seek’ guidelines in order
to enjoy their time in the sun safely. This timely presentation helped us to enjoy our Athletics day
even more. Year 7 students who did not receive their school hat at this presentation are welcome
to collect one from the front office.

International Program – Homestay
Our International Program offers our students the opportunity to benefit from experiencing cultural
diversity at Warrnambool College. We have students from a range of countries who attend for
anything from a few months to a few years, broadening horizons and often developing lifelong
international friendships in the process. We are always interested in hearing from families who
would be interested in hosting an international student; please contact Cass Crévola at the college
to find out more.

Extra-Curricular Activities
Dan Lee

We are entering a very busy part of the term for extra curricula activities. It is brilliant to see our
staff giving up their personal time to go on camps, excursions and sporting competitions. These
trips help build tremendous student/teacher relationships and help build confidence and resilience
in our students. We encourage all students to make the most of their opportunities and get
involved in extra-curricular activities whenever possible.

School Sport Victoria Raffle
Year 9 student Harrison Kilpatrick has been selected in the School Sports Victoria 13 – 19 year
old boys Triathlon team for the School Sports Australia Championships in Sydney in April.

Good luck Harrison!
To help him get there we’re selling raffle tickets priced at $2 each - They’re available at the
front office
Prizes include:


Kia Cerato 5 Door Hatchback – $26,301.00



Travel Accomodation Voucher – $10,000.00



Samsung Television 65 inch curved – $3,499.00



Vintec Wine Bottle Cooler – $1,899.00
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HOPKINS HOUSE
Merinda Ugle-Hagan will test herself against some of
the country’s best young talent at the Budgies Indigenous
Schoolgirls Netball Championships. She earned a spot on the AllAustralian team. All the best Merinda!
Merinda also won the VicRoads Indigenous Secondary School
Scholarship Award, which aims to help raise the VCE completion
rate of Indigenous students. Congratulations!!!

Ella Wines from

year 8 will be participating in the World’s
Greatest Shave on March 17th! Donate at:
https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/
FundraisingPage.aspx?RegistrationID=660727

Our Hopkins Heroes were truly inspirational on Athletics Day. It was
great to see everyone dressed up in blue participating in the events
throughout the day.
Some highlights include:
 Hopkins was represented in EVERY relay race,
something the house leaders were extremely proud
to see.
 The 16 year old boys winning their relay –
Brynn Fisher, Lachlan McLeod, Seb Good &
Mitch Burgess.
 Sherkira Quarrell smashing out the 200m
even though she felt like she wasn’t going
to make it.
Our student leaders have been doing a great job running House
assemblies every fortnight. These assemblies are an opportunity to
recognise the achievements of Hopkins students, both within the
college and outside the gates. Students also have the chance to
showcase their talents. We had the privilege of watching Flynn

#riskittogetthebiscuit
The Hopkins Team
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FLAGSTAFF NEWS
We started off the year with a bang! With the first six weeks including the swimming sports,
the house leader’s induction, athletic sports and the Red Cross Calling.
Swimming Sports
The enthusiasm and team spirit coming out of our Flagstaff team from
year 7’s through to year 12’s was exceptional. From the moment we left
the school with flags flying and voices roaring we
knew we were in for an amazing Swimming
Sports. The participation, especially from our
new year 7’s was great! Well done to all those
students who participated!!!

House Leaders Induction & Introduction to Year 7’s.
‘The Induction was a great night, especially for the students being
recognised for their leadership roles within their houses. To be able to walk up on stage and be
acknowledged by the students, teachers and parents is a great feeling. It was a new initiative
within the house and hopefully one that we can continue into the future. I have no doubt that
our year 7 students have a place not just in the college but more so within the house of
Flagstaff.’ – Emily Duncan.
We would like to introduce our new year 7’s: Nathaniel Payne, Campbell Sholl, Rufis Causby,
Porcha Bankier, Lucy Brown, Amelia Kline, Oscar Reaburn, Stephanie Brown, Thalia Jenkins,
Nicholas Annett, Jack Cooper, Isaac Duerden, Mikayla Darby, Rhianna Kavanagh, Mia Copland,
Ryan Cook, Haylee Watson, Georgena Cox, Brock Lewis, Alexander Welch, Tarnia Sheppard,
Rory Boswell, Dru
Dalton-Flanders,
Hannah Van Zyl,
Sinead
O’Keeffe,
Chelsea TheobaldDaly,
Shannon
Haebich and Jirra
Clarke.
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Red Cross Calling
‘For over 69 years, Australians have been answering the call for Red Cross. Thousands of Red Cross members and
supporters, community groups, schools, workplaces and individuals will carry on the tradition by collecting donations
and holding events - and we'd love for you to join us. Will you answer the call and fundraise to help people in need?’
This year Flagstaff took part in the Red Cross Calling once again. The student’s enthusiasm and support to this
initiative was wonderful to see! We are very proud of our student’s efforts and would like to congratulate them for
their awesome work. Flagstaff students involved were: Patrick Mill, Edith Smith, Nick Attrill, Declan Watts, Emily
Duncan, Kira Noske-Poulton, Porcha Bankier, Mia Copland, Josh Bermingham, Maddison Wright, Annabelle Nutting,
Rufis Causby, Annie Campbell, Madeline Farley, Matt Noonan, Tarnia Sheppard, Grace Towers, Moriah
Smith,
Ceinwyn Smith , Caitlin Morden, Georgia Hand, Georgena Cox and Thalia Jenkins.

Athletics Sports
Flagstaff was pumped and ready for the Athletics sports this week! Results will be tallied soon and we are eager to
find out how we went. Amazing job to all those that came along to support your peers but especially to those that
were involved in events and gave everything a go! Keep up the awesome work superstars! GO FLAGSTAFF!
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ATHLETICS DAY

Another great event by all at Brauerander Park for our School Athletics Day this week. The students participated
with gusto for their respective houses with a sea of colours covering the arena.
Huge numbers participated in all events and the enthusiasm from those not competing spurred a number of
students on to break records.
Final results, including age champions will be included in the next newsletter.
Those who have qualified for the next round will be notified shortly and will compete on Thursday 20th April at
Brauerander Park.
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Art
Anthea Rafferty & 8i welcomed Claire Drylie & Megan Cheyne into their art
class this week. It was a great opportunity for these local artists to discuss
their art making practices as they presented a body of work for the students
to view. Claire focused on creating assemblages from found objects, religious
icons and how her journey as an artist continues to evolve. Megan discussed
how she finds inspiration in the everyday, the range of materials she uses and
how creating art adds value to her life.
The students are currently creating artworks
on skate decks and Claire & Megan enjoyed
discussing and viewing these artworks
inspired by Reg Mombassa and Australian
icons.

ART SPACE
Layla and Brodie have just completed their first CAT, ‘Deck Design’ in year 8 Art with Mrs Rafferty.

Layla - “I was inspired by Reg Mombassa and the
company Mambo. This deck design was great fun
because we included lots of Australian icons into one
artwork.”
Brodie - “I experimented with new art materials and
techniques which I applied to my final artwork. Art is
great because I can include ideas of what I love in my life
to a medium and make something personal to me.”
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Clontarf Update
A Year 7 Induction Camp and the inaugural Year 12 Leadership Camp
highlight the start of the Year for the Warrnambool Clontarf Academy
as the boys settle in for another year of schooling.
The Year 7 Clontarf boys from both Brauer and Warrnambool College
ventured down to Torquay for their Induction Camp to begin their
journey with the Clontarf Foundation. The Camp was designed for the
boys to develop a greater awareness and understanding of the Clontarf
Program. The boys discussed the Code of Conduct and participated in a
number of leadership and team building activities. The boys also had
time for a paddle board and a day at the Adventure Park in Geelong.
For the first time the Year 12 Clontarf boys from across Victoria came
together in Mildura for a Leadership Camp to highlight the importance
of completing Year 12. Under the theme “Sharing the Journey” the boys
developed a camaraderie and an awareness that they are an important
part of advancing educational/employment outcomes in the broader
Aboriginal community. The boys developed a pledge, set goals and
discussed an employment plan for the future. The boys participated in a
number of leadership and team building activities and were also
involved in a community activity helping the local council with a
number of daily tasks.

Melanie Schultz – Big Life Coordinator
Melanie has taken over from Michael Barling as Big Life Coordinator at Warrnambool
College and Brauer College this year. She has recently moved to the South West after
teaching Middle Years in the Northern Territory for the past four years. Melanie is
looking at ways that our school community can help students identify their strengths
and develop their resilience throughout their school years. This term, Melanie is
facilitating the year 7 and 8 Wellbeing Days, helping coordinate the year 8 camp
program and is developing resources for use in tutorials. She is also creating a website
where parents and families can read about A Big Life and build on the work our
students are doing to stay connected, calm, clear, grateful and kind. Melanie looks
forward to meeting more students and families and thanks the Warrnambool College
community for making her feel so welcome.
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Wow, what an amazing start to the school year we have had in Hands on Learning.
Whilst we are always sad to see students leave us, we are incredibly proud of how much they have grown in
themselves, enabling them to pursue other pathways in their school life. On the other side, we have been excited to
welcome some old and new faces to our Monday and Tuesday groups this year.
Our students have been working very hard clearing out our new space under Technology wing, as well as our existing
work sheds resulting in two skip bins full of rubbish. Both groups have had a big input into how our work shed should
be set out, which has resulted in a very spacious and organised work space.
The students have also been busy maintaining our vegetable garden, cooking up a storm, engaging in mindfulness
activities and celebrating birthdays. Some students have started individual projects including fixing old pushbikes,
making pet cages and building wooden boxes. Hands on Learning were also lucky enough to have some drink bottles
donated by Wannon Water, being a welcome gift given the warmer weather we have been having. We would also like
to invite you to come and buy a sausage from our Bunnings Warehouse fundraising BBQ due to take place on Saturday
18th March 2017. All funds raised will go towards funding projects and activities planned for Hands on Learning this
year.
Thank you to the students, parents, school staff, Woolworths Central, Wannon Water and Bunnings Warehouse for
your incredible support this year so far. You are all truly amazing and we are very grateful.
Leon and Kym.
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CAMBODIA TRIP
Warrnambool College hopes to offer a philanthropic trip to Siem Reap in Cambodia from June 27 until 8 July, 2017.
The tour will be open to a maximum of 15 students from years 9, 10, 11 and 12 and its main focus will be on
responsible volunteerism.
It is anticipated the tour will cost approximately $2500 per student, including flights, accommodation, travel
insurance, all activities and most meals.
Students will spend several days volunteering at the Taksenkangbloung Community Centre, a grass-roots charity that
works to remove the barriers children face when accessing the public education system in a small village near Siem
Reap. Merri House has supported this charity for the past two years.
Students will also learn about the ancient and contemporary history of Cambodia through visits to the Angkor
Archaeological Park, a workshop on responsible volunteering, a visit to a monument dedicated to the victims of the
Khmer Rouge genocide, a village bike tour, a charity circus and a cooking class.
At this stage we are accepting expressions of interest only, as the trip is still subject to final approval from the
Department of Education. A meeting will be held in the final week of term one (Tuesday, 28 March) and anyone
interested in participating in this tour is strongly encouraged to attend.
Please RSVP to the front office if you plan on attending this meeting by Friday, 24 March.
Rebecca Burchell

H30 Challenge
Have you heard about the H30 Challenge? Are you interested in stopping your sugary drink
habit but need help getting started?
Watch this short video https://www.facebook.com/H30Challenge/videos/1719566088259328/ and find out
more about VicHealth’s H30 Challenge, and start today.
To sign up, go to www.h30Challenge.com.au/lga/warrnambool

Warrnambool College is proudly signing up to the
VicHealth H30 Challenge. You can too!
Switch to water for 30 days and you could improve your
health, save money and win one of 25 vouchers from
@Intersport Warrnambool (valued at $1300).
Click here
warrnambool

for

more:

www.h30Challenge.com.au/lga/
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Warrnambool Speech and Drama Eisteddfod
Interested students can collect a program of events and an entry form from the main office and the Public Speaking
office near Well- being. All entries must be in by the 24th March at the latest. The event is held in May but no late
entries will be accepted. There are a range of events to choose from including prepared speeches, poetry readings,
impromptu activities and many more. Please see Ms. Cavanough for all enquiries.

Lions Youth of the Year
Year 12 student and school captain Huw
Jones
represented the college and the Koroit Lions Club in an
exemplary manner at the district final of Lions Youth of
the Year in Portland on Sunday March 7th. It was an
amazing display of the extraordinary talent of our youth.
Congratulations Huw!

Top Class Excursion
On March 2nd the VCE Theatre Studies class attended two
Top Class concerts at Melbourne Recital Centre. The
students were able to see A+ performances in Drama Solos
and Theatre Studies monologues. The excursion was
extremely beneficial as preparation for the stagecraft exam
at the end of the year. A big thankyou to Sonia Prewett for
assisting me in this excursion.
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Community Notices / Useful Information
CSEF & State Schools Relief Uniform Initiative Forms
Any parents who hold a health care card and who have not filled out a Camp,
Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) form for this year, please follow the link to
print a form or collect one from the main office. These must be lodged prior to
23 June 2017.
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/csefappli
cationform.pdf
State Schools Relief Uniform Initiative is available to parents of students who
are going into year 7 and hold a health care card. If you have not filled out one
of these forms, they are available from the front office.

YEAR 10 CAMP DATES

22nd/5th—24th/5th—Mr
Finn’s two classes.
24th/5th—26th/5th—Mr
Payne and Mr Sullivan’s
classes.
29th/5th—-31st/5th—Mr
Dart and Ms Vella’s classes.
31st/5th—2nd/6th—Ms
Brennan’s two classes.

New competitions starting at Active Sportz in the following: Netball
(Ladies & Mixed) Soccer (Ladies, Mixed & Men’s) Indoor Cricket (Men’s
open).
15 and under Girls & Boys welcomed for our mixed comp).
Enquiries call Raff
55613666
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Community Notices / Useful Information
Conveyance allowance
The DET (Department of Education and Training) provides financial support to
some families to assist with the cost of transport to school. Assistance in the
form of a conveyance allowance is available to students who live in rural and
remote areas who do not have access to a free school bus service. The
conveyance allowance is payable to parents of students who meet the following
eligibility requirements:
-must be between 5-18 years of age
- Must travel 4.8km or more from where they live to either the nearest
denominational school and not have access to a government school bus route
or:
- Must travel 4.8km or more to the nearest government school bus route.
Forms are available from the front office. Please contact Karina Said on 5564
4444 for further information.

Parents are urged to download the Compass App to
their portable devices, so that they can access
Compass on-the-go. Parents can use the Compass App
to approve student absences and to view learning
tasks.
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