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1st –
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School Holidays

This week we launched “observing to learn”
with our teaching staff at Warrnambool
College. All our leading teachers opened
their classroom doors to their colleagues and
encouraged them to observe and provide
feedback on their teaching practice. The
focus for these observations was based on
various evidence based teaching techniques.
It’s been fantastic to see staff engaging in
these observations with such enthusiasm
and a willingness to learn.
This is no small thing. Traditionally teachers have existed in an environment where, despite
all the collegiate support for planning and curriculum development, ultimately when the bell
rings the classroom doors close and the individual teacher is left to practice their craft alone.
We have slowly moved beyond this cultural reality over the past decade, but this week
marks the start of a systematic approach for our teachers to observe and learn from one
another.
As I wanted to be included in this launch week, I also taught a year 8 maths class this week
and invited staff to come into my classroom to observe my teaching practice. I know I can
learn much from the considered feedback of my peers. But the most qualified group of
people to provide me with explicit feedback are those that I learn alongside in the classroom
– the students. At the end of the lesson I asked them to reflect upon the teaching
techniques I had tried to use during the class and was delighted with their insightful
commentary. I have much to reflect upon before teaching my next class.
Our teachers are also engaging in this significant form of feedback with their students by
using a formal survey with their classes. We piloted this approach last year and the learning
provided to staff was immense. Staff reflected on their personal teaching practice and
adjusted accordingly to ensure they could provide the most meaningful learning possible for
their students. I am looking forward to witnessing this on a wider scale for all teachers this
year.
During this term I have also been working with our school captains on a weekly basis to
develop a series of focus groups for our junior students at Warrnambool College. Our
captains want to explore what the students’ purpose is for attending school, what
encourages great learning opportunities for them and what are the barriers that get in the
way. They want to understand, from the student’s perspective, what makes for great
teaching and what does not. And when they have collected, collated and analysed all this
data they will present this back to our staff as a further opportunity to reflect on how we
approach teaching and learning at our school. I’m sure this important work will highlight a
number of ways in which we should creatively improve the provision of education in
Warrnambool College (and beyond).
As we continue to reflect on how we can improve as a school, I hope you too have the
chance to discuss with your child how they can improve as a learner. It was great to see so
many at our parent / teacher interviews last week to start these discussions. If you haven’t
already, please take the time to look at the cycle 2 reports in Compass and touch base with
your child regarding their learning progress in all classes.

Kind Regards,

www.wblcoll.vic.edu.au

Grafton Road, Warrnambool Vic 3280

Ph: 5564 4444

email: Warrnambool.co@edumail.vic.gov.au

www.wblcoll.vic.edu.au

Parents please note: Students are supervised between the times of 8.45am until 3.45pm daily

Parent Teacher interviews

Adam Matheson

It was great to see so many families present for the parent
teacher interviews following our last reporting cycle. We
encourage families to access these reports if they have not
already had a chance to do so.

Upcoming events - Year 10 Camps and Work
Experience

Cassandra Crevola

Many Year 10s will be involved in camps or work experience over
the coming fortnight. Families are advised that Year 10 students
(other than SEAL and 10Plus students) are not required at school
on Wednesday 24th and 31st May. Classes for SEAL and 10Plus
students will continue as normal when these students are not on
camp.

Sporting competitions

Dan Lee

Many teams will be participating in interschool sports in the
coming fortnight. We congratulate these teams on their
involvement and hope they enjoy these opportunities. Be sure to
check back for results of these events in coming weeks!

'You The Man' performance

Year 9 families will have received a letter outlining the theatre
performance and panel discussion coming up next week. This is
a fantastic learning opportunity for our students and builds upon
their Healthy Relationships learning in PhoenIX classes.

Uniform in the colder months

It seems the weather has well and truly turned to wintertime.
Families are reminded that students are expected to be in full
school uniform and layering, such as with the school polo, jumper
and jacket, will help to ensure students stay warm in the cooler
weather. Hoodies and other non-uniform items should not be
worn at school.
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FLAGSTAFF NEWS
Cross County
A big congratulations to all Flagstaff students that competed in the Cross Country. Your determination and hard work in competing
landed us in 2nd place! Awesome work Flagstaff!!

Flagstaff Champions in Cross County
Congratulations to our two Cross County Champions:
Isaac Duerden (under 13 boys)
Logan McLeod (under 15 boys)
And special mention to the following students who also placed in their age group:
Greta Dabizzi, 2nd place (under 15 girls)
Danielle Warren, 3rd place (under 15 girls)
Campbell Love, 3rd place (under 15 boys)
Matthew Noonan, 2nd place (under 20 boys)
Nicholas Attrill, 3rd place (under 20 boys)
A wonderful achievement by all! Another huge congratulations to the following Flagstaff students who all qualified for the
Warrnambool College Cross Country Team 2017, competing in the Warrnambool Division Cross Country: Sinead O’Keeffe, Isaac
Duerden, Campbell Sholl, Jirra Clarke, Michael Chivers, Hayley Dalton, Jesse Brincat, Georgia Hand, Logan McLeod, Campbell Love,
Mitchell Sholl, Luke Wilson, Shona Noske-Poulton, Nicolas Bellman, Trey Ahu, Moriah Smith, Matthew Noonan and Nicholas Attrill.

Top 10 Merit Achievers of Flagstaff:
Lachlan Hinkley (30), Jayda Page (29), Wil Hinkley (27), Kate Huebner (25), Tobi Macklin (25), Declan Sheppard (24), Nate Payne
(23), Starsha Kane (23), Hannah Van Zyl (22) & Lauren Dews (21).

Flagstaff Development
We are in the early stages of our redevelopment around the Flagstaff area. We have been meeting with student leaders to discuss
potential upgrades and ideas. If you have any ideas on what you would like to see around the Flagstaff area please go see a
Flagstaff student leader or someone in the Flagstaff office.

Tutorial Battles
Flagstaff tutorial groups will be facing off in a series of events over the next few weeks. Keep an eye out for results. Get training
Flagstaff tutes!!

Name: Lucy Brown

Name: Michael Chivers

Date of Birth:13/20/2003

Date of Birth: 11/03/2004

Tute: F1 Mr Struth

Tute: F4

Favourite Subject: Indonesian,
S.O.S.E And English.

Favourite Subject: PE

Favourite thing about being in Flagstaff: Being with
my friends.
Interests/Passions/Hobbies: Piano

Favourite thing about being in
Flagstaff: Funny teachers
Interests/Passions/Hobbies: Football
Dream Job: Doctor or Football Player

Dream Job: Teacher
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BELFAST REPORT
On Monday May 8th Belfast student leaders met after
school with Mr Dowie to plan the end of term 2
activities, decorated and refurbished the Belfast office,
completed a fitness session in the high-performance
centre and went out for tea. The Belfast Leaders also
planned and ran their own House assembly and will
continue to do so throughout the rest of the year. Belfast
are clearly the best house at Warrnambool College in
regard to participation rates and we are focussing on
improving our attitude & effort along with academic
reporting results in our tutes. Also in tutes, we are
focusing on respect, positive communication, non-verbal
communication, positive coping and managing stress.

Be Bold. Be Brave. Be Belfast.
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Clontarf Update
Plenty happening for the Warrnambool Clontarf boys during Term 2. Below are a few activities and events the boys have been
involved in so far.


ANZAC DAY, Tuesday 25h April 2017.
Warrnambool Clontarf Academy boys proudly marched, honouring the soldiers both past and present, in the Anzac Day
service in Warrnambool.

Warrnambool Clontarf boys took part in another Barista session, fine-tuning the art of coffee making. The workshop was
again hands on and the boys are clocking up some valuable hours in this transferable skill.

Warrnambool Clontarf boys worked with South West TAFE students from the STOMP Program. STOMP (Students Together
on Meaningful Pathways) is a community based, life skills literacy and numeracy program for students with a disability. The
task involved the boys collaborating with the students in preparing and cooking pizzas from scratch, followed with the all
important taste test.

Warrnambool College boys took part in ‘Mock
Interviews’. The boys were presented with a
job description and then had to prepare for
this overnight. After a nervous start the boys
really developed their confidence and
interpersonal skills, presenting themselves
admirably.

Warrnambool Clontarf boys baked some
Mother’s Day muffins and delivered them to
the special women in their lives who have
been a tremendous support!!
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Unit 1 VCE Geography: Hazards and Disasters
As part of their investigation into hydro-meteorological hazards
and disasters (bushfire), the Unit 1 Geography class headed to
Wye River and the Otway Treetop Walk on Wednesday the 19 th
of April to conduct fieldwork.
Using geographical data collection techniques such as
photography, field sketching, vegetation transects and canopy
cover estimation, students have been able to analyse, describe
and explain the nature and impacts of bushfire, and analyse and
explain the nature, purpose and effectiveness of a range
of responses to bushfires in Victoria.
We would like to thank Jackson Greene, Dave from AGR Geo
Sciences, Doug from the Otway Fly and Pete from Coles
Coaches for a great day.

Maree Brennan
VCE Geography Teacher

TABLE TENNIS ACADEMY
The 2017 Table tennis Academy is under way and this year the students are being coached by Trevor &
Leanne
McDowell. It has been encouraging to see so many new junior Academy members this year. On Thursday is
the first inter-school round and we to repeat our inter-school competition success of 2016. The academy
students are invited to play pennant in the Wednesday night club competition! Also in Table tennis news - two
of our Intermediate state runners up players from last year- Georgia McDowell and Joe Sycopoulis - have
each been selected to represent Victoria at the National Junior Table Tennis Championships to be held in
Hobart in July. Congratulations Georgia & Joe!"
Mr Conquest
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Alpine School Update
Our courageous team of six (Samara Howie, Caelan Gration, Calum Tait, Jayde Arnott, Keisha Shaw and Sammi Nicholson) from
year 9 are enjoying settling in to the School for Student Leadership at Dinner Plain. Reports have come in that they have seen
their first snow fall, and the weather is certainly becoming colder.

Each student has undertaken some personal learning classes, including examining their strengths and weaknesses. They have
also had a girls and boys workshop, explored local townships, played the bagpipes on the radio and been mountain bike riding.

This week they are preparing for their first expedition, and I’m sure are packing many layers of waterproof clothing! Most
thoughts of homesickness have now passed, and each is feeling positive about the learning experiences they are engaging in.

Premier League Game 1 v Emmanuel College at Friendlies Societies Park –
Wednesday May 10th.
In perfect conditions, the title for Warrnambool’s best senior boys school was held last Wednesday and it was hot early. Both teams
attacked the ball hard and applied great pressure on each other. This intensity continued right up until three quarter time. It was in
the last quarter when Emmanuel broke the game open and ran out comfortable winners. Up until the last quarter there was less
than a goal in the match and momentum flowed between both teams. Unfortunately, we couldn’t capitalise on our momentum and
we turned the ball over to many times which hurt us in the end. Our Captain Liam Stow was outstanding in the ruck and up forward.
Jalen Porter was ‘as solid as a rock’ down back. Ben Warren was ‘like a cork in the ocean’-he kept bobbing up everywhere! Reagan
Nutting was strong at the stoppages. Sam Worden didn’t get beaten one on one in our backline. Jake Hussey presented well up forward and gave us a great target. While Ben Annett won a lot of the footy and worked hard for four quarters. We need everyone to
contribute next game!
Our endeavour and effort was outstanding and I challenged the group after the game to stick at it and keep trying to play, learn, improve and compete at this Premier League level. We’ll review some video footage, train accordingly and implement what we work on
at training during our next game, and hopefully see some more improvement.
Our next game is against Hallam Secondary on Wednesday May 24 th at Hallam.
Score
Warrnambool College
4 Goals

v

Emmanuel College

6 Behinds = 30

9 Goals 14 Behinds = 68

Goal Kickers: Ben Warren-2, Lukas Essenwanger-1, Tate Porter-1.
Best Players: Liam Stow, Jalen Porter, Ben Warren, Reagan Nutting, Sam Worden, Jake Hussey, Ben Annett.

Thanks
Danny Finn
Warrnambool College Senior Boys Bullants Football Coach.

At Warrnambool College we achieve success through persistence, resilience and mutual respect
Page 7

MUSIC
On Monday, students were privileged to be entertained by the Royal Australian Navy Band who were touring regional Victoria. During
the day, our Senior Concert Band rehearsed with the Navy Band and during this time, our students were able to connect with working
musicians and gain some valuable playing and performing tips. During session 4, our Year 7, Year 9 Music students and some Music
Academy students enjoyed a fantastic concert that featured the navy band’s drum line, concert band and rock band.

FOOD TECHNOLOGY
YEAR 10 FOOD – SPP LUNCH – The year 10 class were given a task to design and run a buffet lunch for the Yr7SPP class after an intense
training session. The focus of the buffet was recovery foods. After research, planning and trials the students put together their buffet.
A huge thank you to the staff and Yr7 class for their involvement. It was also positive to have the external staff involved in the program
in attendance. Special mention to the Yr10 students. The team work and care applied on the day by so many was fantastic. This all
contributed to such a successful event.
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ART SPACE
On May 5th Jelena Lockett, Anthea Rafferty and fourteen year
12, Studio Art students enjoyed a day trip to Melbourne to
view Van Gogh, Top Arts and Top Designs. A great
opportunity to view, discuss and appreciate Van Gogh at the
NGV, the ‘seasons’ exhibition showcased nearly 50 painting
and drawings. The Top Arts and Top Designs exhibitions
enabled students a space to view the development of
concepts and ideas in visual diaries and as completed
artworks. Students also enjoyed two floor talks enabling
them to gain a deeper insight into the thinking behind the
work, artistic practices and how art can be created in an array
of forms.

‘Get Creative’ a Photography Competition our students are encouraged to participate in at
Warrnambool College. The judging will be a ‘people’s choice’ at this years ‘Ideas Unfurled’ event on
June 15th.
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5 Apps to Help Manage Stress
As CATs and SACs start to pile up, our student’s stress levels may begin to increase.
Stress is a normal part of school life and there are many ways to manage it. Exercise,
healthy eating, socialising, listening to music, meditation and counselling can all
contribute to good mental health. Our portable devices, such as Smart Phones and
Tablets, can help us too. Dozens of apps have been designed to beat stress and anxiety, practice mindfulness and
improve our mental health. Here are five that are free and suitable for all ages:
Worry Time: A free mobile app that gives you a place to store your worries, and alerts you when it’s time to think about
them. When a worry no longer matters to you, you can ditch it and move on.
Smiling Mind: A meditation program developed by psychologists and educators to help bring mindfulness into your
life.
Mind shift: Designed primarily for teens and young adults, Mind shift focuses on issues that cause stress and anxiety
within that age group.
Happily: Focuses on identifying your unique strengths and building skills to overcome stress and negative
thoughts.
Stop, Breathe & Think: Gives you the chance, and skills, to stop everything, just breathe, and think. The guided
meditations cover a range of goals, and are constructed to help you take some time out and concentrate on
yourself.
Please note that the Wellbeing team are available to discuss any issues students may have with stress or anxiety.
Melanie Schultz – A Big Life Program Co-ordinator

For more Positive Education and Wellbeing resources visit the Big Life website or Facebook page.

www.abiglife.net / www.facebook.com/biglifewarrnambool

The Resilience Project - Teaching Positive Mental Health | Warrnambool Greyhound Racing Club - Wannon
Rooms Function Centre | Tuesday, 23. May 2017
The Whalers Hotel invites everyone to join in a talk delivered by Hugh van Cuylenburg Founder/Director/ Presenter of
The Resilience Project who will provide practical strategies to build resilience. Tickets available at The Whalers Hotel
TAB Bar for $20.
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Fun4Kids Festival: 5th to 9th July 2017
Fun4Kids Festival 2017 volunteer registrations are now open! There are many
different ways which you can be involved.
Secondary School Students who wish to volunteer must be 14 years of age or over at
the start of this year’s Festival.
There is a variety of workshop areas in which to volunteer –art and craft areas,
animation, painting, cooking, face painting or woodwork! Rosters are flexible and
you will receive a t-shirt and lunch on your volunteer day!
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What’s With Wheat
Film Screening + Q&A Session
with
Cyndi O’Meara
Join us for a screening of ‘What’s With Wheat’ documentary, followed by a Q&A with
Cyndi O’Meara, the film’s executive producer and founder of Changing Habits. ‘What's
With Wheat’ is a hard-hitting investigation into the growing epidemic of wheat and gluten intolerance, and the impact this has upon our health. Cyndi meets with world leading
experts in the fields of nutrition, medicine and food science to unlock the secrets behind
wheat and the health of current and future generations.
Tuesday, 23rd May 2017
7.00pm

Capitol Theatre
54 Kepler St, Warrnambool
Tickets: $20
Tickets available:
Go Vita Warrnambool
Or… online www.trybooking.com/276984
Brought to you by GoVita Warrnambool
Supporting Standing Tall in Warrnambool
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