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check the College Website for all
updates & further information
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2018
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6th
March
2018

School
Athletics

For those of you that struggled to get to
sleep on Wednesday night, you might
have noticed a rare phenomenon in the
night sky at midnight – a super blue
blood moon. The moon was ‘super’ the closest it gets to Earth, was blue the second full moon for the month and
was blood red – the trickery of a lunar
eclipse. It’s a pretty unique event; it
hasn’t happened in Australia for 35
years and in the Western Hemisphere
it’s been over 150 years. It’s an auspicious occasion and I think it appropriately
marks the significance of the day that followed it – the first day of school.
Because of the start of school is a rare event as well. For our year 7s it’s the first
day of their journey into the exciting world of secondary schooling. And for
everyone else, it’s the beginning of everything they’ll achieve at school this year.
The start of school is personally experienced as a rare event. It won’t be
repeated in 35 years, or 150 years and the beginning is a great time for our
students to grab life with both hands and hold on for all that Warrnambool
College can offer.
If you are new to our school, I warmly welcome you into our extended
community. We are proud of all that we achieve with our students and we hope
that you will share this sense of pride as we journey together to support your
child in their learning. If you’ve been part of our school community for some time,
welcome back for 2018. I’m sure this year will present incredible opportunities,
and challenges, and moments of joy for our staff and students.
When our staff arrived back to school on Monday,
we were welcomed by a new (and most probably
temporary) addition to our school community. Lots
of people have commented recently on how great
our grounds are looking – it’s great to know that our
furry companions agree.
Term 1 is the shortest of the year and in many ways
in feels like the busiest with a lot of extra-curricular
events on the calendar. I look forward to seeing as
many of you as possible at Swimming Sports,
Athletic Sports, Student Leaders and Year 7 Induction night and Parent Teacher
interviews.
Kind Regards,

Dave Clift
www.wblcoll.vic.edu.au

Grafton Road, Warrnambool Vic 3280

Principal

Ph: 5564 4444

email: Warrnambool.co@edumail.vic.gov.au

www.wblcoll.vic.edu.au

Parents please note: Students are supervised between the times of 8.45am until 3.45pm daily
Warrnambool College is a Child Safe School.

Welcome

Adam Matheson

It was great to start classes again on Thursday and catch up with everyone after a fantastic
summer break. Teachers spent the first two days of the week completing professional
development on Safe Minds and Respectful Relationships. Essentially teachers would like to
become better at identifying if a student is upset and withdrawn and offering support if
required as well as referring students to our outstanding wellbeing team if required.
Ultimately, we would like all students to feel comfortable to talk to their tutor or one of their
favourite teachers if there was something bothering them so that all students can have great
mental health and achieve their full potential at school.
It was great to welcome the new year 7s at the whole school assembly on Thursday and then
in House assemblies as well. For families of year 7 students or any students that are new to the
school please reassure your child that it is perfectly normal to be a little bit anxious about
starting a new school and not to stress if they are a little bit late for the first few weeks as they
find their feet. All teachers understand what it is like to start at a new school and will be quite
understanding and supportive.

Emma Miller

Tutorial Interviews
The feedback from tutorial interviews was fantastic. It was brilliant to have so many parents in
to meet and greet tutors and find out what is happening at our school. If any parents were
unable to make it into tutor interviews they can contact their child’s tutor via compass.
School Photos
School Photos are on Wednesday February 7th. Students are expected to be in school uniform.
PE and SPP polos are fine, however students will not be permitted to wear sporting academy
tops. We will have some spare white shirts there for anyone that is out of uniform.

Dan Lee

There will be a photo back up day on Monday 12th of Feb for anyone that is away. VCAL and
MiVCE students will be scheduled to have their photos on this day as they are not at school on
Wednesdays. This year we have Arthur Reed Photography taking our school photos as they
have assured us photos will be returned within one month of the photos being taken. There is
a flyer attached to the newsfeed on compass for how to order school photos.
Camps
Term one is extremely busy with several events , camps and excursions taking place. Please
ensure that you have paid and given consent on compass on the due date as students who are
late with consent/payment may not be able to attend some events. Payment and consent will
not be accepted after the due date.
Compass
Our compass website allows you to monitor your child(ren)’s progress, learning tasks, reports,
chronicle, attendance, as well as other functions such as providing approval for excursions and
approving absences. The web address for compass is wblcoll.vic.jdlf.com.au There is also a link
on the College website. If you need support logging onto compass please call the General
Office on 55644444.
Swimming
The College Swimming Carnival will be held at Aquazone on Wednesday 14th February. It would
be great to see as many parents as possible there to cheer for their respective Houses. All
students should dress in House coloured active wear and bring their bathers and a hat!
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2017 AWARDS

If you received a monetary award please cash your cheque in at your
earliest convenience. If you have not yet collected your award it will be
posted home.

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Parents are advised to update their personal details on compass so
that we can contact you in the event of an emergency.
If you are having trouble accessing your account please contact the
office on 5564 4444.

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
Parents are invited to nominate for
Warrnambool College Council..

the parent category on the

Please see the back of the newsletter for the Nomination Form
which is to be returned to Karina Said by 4pm on the 9th of February
2018. Forms are also available from the front office.
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LIFELINE SUICIDE FIRST AID TRAINING
Lifeline suicide first aid training course will be open for the community to attend. The
course will be running on Thursday the 1st of March and Wednesday the 28th of March
at Lyndoch Warrnambool. It is a world recognised first aid course in suicide intervention
and is open to anyone over the age of 16.
ASIST is a 2-day interactive workshop in suicide first aid. Participants learn to recognise
when someone may be at risk of suicide and respond in ways that help increase their
immediate
safety
and
link
them
to
further
help.
ASIST aims to enhance a caregiver’s abilities to help a person at risk avoid suicide.
It is intended that ASIST participants will be better prepared to: • reflect on how their
attitudes and beliefs about suicide affect their intervention role; • discuss suicide with a
person at risk in a direct manner; • build a collaborative approach to intervention
focused on safe outcomes; • review immediate suicide risk and develop appropriate
safeplans; • demonstrate skills required to intervene with a person at risk of suicide; •
identify resources available to a person at risk of suicide; • make a commitment to
improving community resources; and • recognise that suicide prevention is broader than
suicide first aid and includes life-promotion and self-care for caregivers.
ASIST is presented by a team of least two registered trainers who have completed a
one-week LivingWorks Training for Trainers (T4T) program. Trainers use internationally
standardised LivingWorks learning materials - tailoring examples and applications to
local needs. The Australian LivingWorks team has contributed to the development of
these materials and produced Australian editions of the workbook and Suicide
InterventionHandbook.
The workshop helps people apply suicide first aid in many settings - with family, friends,
co-workers and team mates and more formal helping roles. Many organisations have
adopted the program as part of the professional development of their workers in suicide
intervention training. The program’s widespread use in communities across Australia
helps promote a common language of assessment, risk management and referral
across diverse organisational backgrounds. Lifeline, accessible on 13 11 14 in Australia,
is one of many community resources available to persons at risk of suicide.

ASIST Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training
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ABSENCES
Parents/Guardians are required to record all student absences via
Compass, this includes late arrivals or the need to leave early.
To log into Compass to record the absence for your child directly, the link
to this site is www.wblcoll.vic.jdlf.com.au or you can Google the
Warrnambool College website and click on the Compass link.
Thank you

Student Accident Insurance/Ambulance Cover
Arrangements
and Private Property Brought to Schools
Parents/guardians of students are reminded Warrnambool College does not have a whole-of-school policy in
regards to Student Accident Insurance
Parents who do not have their own student accident insurance, are responsible for paying the cost of medical
treatment for injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance/transport and any other transport
costs;
Parents/guardians are invited to purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers should you wish.
The Department cannot advise parents/guardians on whether to purchase a student accident policy/
ambulance cover, or which policy to purchase. It is recommended that they seek assistance in this matter with
their insurance broker or find a suitable personal accident insurer in the Yellow Pages or online.

Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include mobile phones,
calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises. The Department does not hold
insurance for personal property brought to schools and has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such
property. Students and staff are discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to
school.
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CSEF & State Schools Relief Uniform Initiative Forms
Any parents who hold a health care card are eligible to receive funding for Camps,
Sport and Excursions. If you have received this funding previously at
Warrnambool College you will not need to fill out another application. However, if
you are new to Warrnambool College you will need to fill out a new Camp Sport
Excursion Fund Form. You can collect these from the front office, they must be
lodged prior to 22nd June 2018.
State Schools Relief Uniform Initiative is available to parents of students who are
going into year 7 and hold a health care card. If you have not filled out one of
these forms, they are available from the front office.

ACTIVE SPORTZ
Active Sportz - New seasons
starting across all sports. Netball
- ladies/mixed, Soccer - ladies/
mixed/men's & Cricket. New
Teams and Players always
welcomed. So enter a team or
let us help you join a team now!
Enquiries, call Raff 55613666 or
Inbox us on Active Sportz
Facebook Page.

2018

art Club
12 yo—19 yo

This after school art club offers a creative outlet to those missing
creative subjects at school or for those who would like to do
more art. Classes are with an experienced art teacher who offers a variety of fun and creative projects. This may also support
VCE Studio Arts and Art. A healthy afternoon snack is offered.
See website for details and booking. Begins 21st Feb
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
0414 840 378

Warrnambool School Of Art
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Conveyance allowance
The DET (Department of Education and Training) provides financial support to
some families to assist with the cost of transport to school. Assistance in the
form of a conveyance allowance is available to students who live in rural and
remote areas who do not have access to a free school bus service. The
conveyance allowance is payable to parents of students who meet the following
eligibility requirements:
-must be between 5-18 years of age
- Must travel 4.8km or more from where they live to either the nearest
denominational school and not have access to a government school bus route
or:
- Must travel 4.8km or more to the nearest government school bus route.
Forms are available from the front office. Please contact Karina Said on 5564
4444 for further information.

Parents are urged to download the Compass App to
their portable devices, so that they can access
Compass on-the-go. Parents can use the Compass App
to approve student absences and to view learning
tasks.
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